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Haroon Siddiqui – An Inspiring Trailblazer 

By Shaikh Ahmad Kutty 
 

Haroon Siddiqui, award-winning journalist and member of the Order of Canada, left readers in 

shock with his parting column for the Toronto Star (dated April 01, 2015). I join the many paying 

tribute to his brilliant career. 

A trailblazer, Siddiqui’s career serves as an inspiration for others. His life demonstrates how 

immigrants can integrate without compromising his or her cultural identity. For Muslims 

especially, he demonstrates in an authentic and intellectual way how a committed Muslim can 

integrate in Canada and contribute to its diversity while firmly upholding the universal values of 

Quranic ethics. 

The son of a middle class Muslim family of Hyderabad, India, he started out his education with 

the memorization of the Qur’an, as many do. However, unlike those whose knowledge of the 

Quran remains at the level of chanting and ritual recitation, Siddiqui - as his work shows - was 

imbued with the social values and universal ethics of the Quran. Siddiqui’s fascination for the 

Qur’an never faded. He was often seen attending the nightly Taraweeh prayers during the 

month of Ramadhan. I crossed paths with him at the Taric mosque, on a number of occasions, 

where the young reciters from Libya kept the worshippers captivated by their melodious 

rendition of the divine Word.   

In his decades-long career as a reporter and columnist at the Star, he wrote on issues of social 

justice, diversity, multiculturalism, pluralism - all principles upheld in the Qur’an. Ironically, 

these fundamental Quranic ethics are lost on many Muslims as they become obsessed with 

legal minutiae, like those who miss the forest as they become fixated on the trees. 

The Qur'anic mandate for Muslims is to serve as active witnesses of truth and justice: “O 

believers, be ever steadfast in upstanding for God as witnesses for justice and do never let 

hatred of anyone lead you into the sin of deviating from justice. Be just: this is closest to being 

God-conscious. And remain conscious of God: verily, God is aware of all that you do” (Qur’an: 

5:8). 

And, “O mankind, We have created you from a male and a female, and have made you 

nations and tribes for you to get to know one another. The noblest of you in the sight of God 

is the one who is most conscious of Him. And God is all-knowing, all-aware” (Qur’an: 49: 13).  
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While reflecting this Quranic mandate, Siddiqui represented a new breed of the universal 

Muslim citizen: He distanced himself from those whose words and actions called for isolation 

and Muslim-ghettoization.   

He also vehemently dissociated himself from those who, while still calling themselves Muslims, 

made lucrative careers out of Islam and Muslim bashing. 

He represented a third alternative: an individual who is principled and committed to upholding 

the universal values of justice and common humanity for all people.    

I used to look forward to reading his columns, which represented an oasis, one among a few, in 

the barren field of journalism; a field which had become increasingly banal due to serving 

mostly as mouthpieces of the establishment and war mongers, of those who divided the world 

into "Us" and “Them”.     

He showed immigrants how to stand up for the universal values that Canada represented while 

still cherishing their cultural roots.   

He showed Muslims how to translate Quranic ethics and social values to help craft a better 

society embracing diversity, both of cultures and religious outlooks.  He showed us how to 

stand up for the common values cherished by all and thus practice one of the golden rules, Love 

your God and love your neighbor. 

He heeded the prophetic counsel: do not be opportunists who prefer to swim with the tide; 

rather persevere in being good whether people act goodly or badly. He fought narrow-

mindedness, bigotry, xenophobia hiding as national interests and never shied away from calling 

a spade a spade. His incisive columns cut through the masks of hypocrisy hiding under the cloak 

of the ‘war on terror’ and ‘new world order’. He clearly demonstrated that the pen can be 

mightier than a sword. It reminds us of the Prophet’s words to Hassaan b. Thabit, 'your verses 

hit them harder than swords and lances.’ 

Siddiqui's professionalism, journalistic ethics, and commitment to serve his country and 

humanity are worthy of being applauded by all.  

As a community, we owe it to Siddiqui to recognize his contribution and to endow a chair for 

ethical journalism. I propose that imams and leaders work together to make this a reality with 

the help of those of our philanthropists who wish to leave an abiding and much-needed legacy 

behind them.  

I pray that Siddiqui continues the path of excellence and helps mentor a new generation of 

journalists who live up to his legacy of excellence and professionalism. 

 


