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The Doomsday Prediction and the Massacre in 

Connecticut: An Islamic Response 

By Shaikh Ahmad Kutty 
  

Two important news items have occupied the attention of Muslims and non-Muslims alike this week. 

The first is the horrendous crime involving the cold-blooded murder of twenty children and school staff 

in Connecticut, USA by a young man. This is the worst nightmare of any parent. The second is the 

Doomsday prediction that places the end of the world on Friday December 21. Both issues have been 

much discussed in the media, both print and electronic, and hence call for an Islamic response. 

 

Let us begin with the massacre at the school. It is a fact that no human being with a heart can remain 

indifferent to such tragedies. Our immediate response as believers in the sovereignty of God is to say, 

“We belong to God, and we shall return to Him," and we should pray for the souls of the deceased and 

ask God to bring solace and comfort to those who lost their loved ones. 

 

However, we ought to go a step further and reflect upon such acts of violence. This is possible only 

when we go beyond the surface of the news to look deeper and recognize the potential for violence in 

all of us. 

 

It is this violent nature, among other things, that has led humans to war, to murder millions, to occupy 

nations, all of which continue to take place almost every day in front of our eyes. It is this nature that 

leads humans to take innocent lives via suicide bombs, drones, warplanes and depleted uranium. This 

violence and the military culture associated with it is what is leading to the stockpiling of lethal nuclear 

weapons that now have the potential to blow up the entire planet. All of these are parts of the same: 

the dark side of the human soul. 

 

We need to tame this beast - unless we do, the world as we know it will be destroyed. 

 

The second sensational piece of news is not unrelated to the first, although at first glance it may appear 

to be so. All the signs in the scriptures hastening the end of times are, in one way or another, related to 

human acts of corruption - involving bloodshed, pervasive moral decline, interference with nature, etc. 

 

A cursory view of some of the siginifcant signs considered as precursors to end times include; floods and 

tsunamis, explosions, an opening up of the earthly treasures to Muslim nations (i.e. oil + Arabs), humans 

becoming increasingly fed up with children and adopting puppies as babies, deserts turning into green 

spaces, people increasingly being governed  by rulers who are dishonest, deceitful, and chronic liars, 

honesty gradually becoming a rare commodity, Muslims being preyed upon by other nations even as 

rapacious wolves surround their prey and last but not least, an increase in bloodshed to such an extent 

that neither the killer knows why he killed, nor does the killed know why they were killed. Many of these 
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signs have already appeared  or are gradually unfolding before our eyes, as in the recent school 

massacre of innocents. 

 

Sadly, it is also forecast that in the face of such trials many will lose their faith - so much so that it will 

not be uncommon to see a believer in the morning turn into a disbeliever by the evening, preferring to 

sell his/her faith for a trifling price. Muslims who hold on firmly to their faith in such trying times have 

been given glad tidings, with the Prophet having said, “Worship of God in such times of extreme turmoil 

will be akin to making hijrah unto me.” and “The one who holds firmly to his faith in spite of these 

trials will be like one holding on to a live coal.” 

 

The aforementioned signs will be followed by the major signs which appear closer to the end, namely, 

the coming of Dajjal - the personification of evil - which will be followed by the descent of Jesus from 

heaven and the emergence of the beast. 

 

Does all this then mean we are in a position to predict the precise date of Doomsday? The categorical 

answer - as reiterated throughout the Quran - is an emphatic ‘no’. 

 

"PEOPLE will ask thee about the Last Hour. Say: "Knowledge thereof rests with God alone; yet for all 

thou knowest, the Last Hour may well be near!" (Qur'an: 33:63). 

 

Therefore, no matter how many of the signs have already occurred or are bound to occur, the exact 

time of doomsday is a mystery left with God. 

 

We are further told that this is a mystery kept hidden from us so that we always keep the thought of it 

alive in our consciousness, and prepare ourselves to stand for judgment: 

 

"Behold, [although] I have willed to keep it hidden, the Last Hour is bound to come, so that every 

human being may be recompensed in accordance with what he strove for [in life]." (Qur'an: 20:15). 

 

In closing then, the predictions of the end of the world and the signs of the hour such as the rampant 

bloodshed of innocents should lead us to neither apathy nor pessimism. The Islamic motto is summed 

up by the following, “work for this world as if you are going to live forever; work for the next as if you 

are leaving tomorrow.” In the end it is the Prophet who has said it best: “Even if the Last Hour is 

approaching, and you find yourself in the midst of planting a sapling, do not hesitate to finish planting 

it." (Reported by Imam Ahmad). 

 


