
The Call of the Messenger
Shaykh Abdullah Hakim Quick

     With the coming of September and the fall season, people 
throughout the Western world, prepare themselves for a major change
in lifestyle. The summer is over, schools are re-opening, businesses 
are re-organizing and time becomes critical. This is one of the 
moments that cause people to look at the calendar, plan ahead and 
make an assessment of the past.

    Almighty Allah revealed in the Last Testament, Al Qur’an, a 
Divine reminder of time and its importance to people. In Surah Al 
Hashr, 18-19, we find:

   “Oh you who believe have the consciousness of Allah and let
every soul look to what it has put forward for tomorrow and fear
Allah. Surely Allah is well aware of all that you do. And be not as
those who forgot Allah, so He made them forsake themselves. Surely

they are the disobedient ones.”

     After reminding us of the importance of Taqwa (God 
consciousness), Allah, Most High, commands us to not only work for 
the present, but also to plant seeds for the future. We must remember
Him in all that we do and never lose hope and faith.

    This summer was an eventful time that witnessed major changes 
in the environment, political upheaval and major challenges to the 
Muslim world. For those connected to cyberspace and constantly 
interacting with Media, the most important event was the Summer 

1



Olympic Games held in Brazil. For those grounded in world events, 
the reality of this long, hot summer was something else.

    According to one of the early Greek traditions, the concept of the
Olympics began in 490 B.C. when the Greeks had repelled a major 
Persian invasion and the city of Athens desperately needed to know 
what had happened. The Greek army sent a messenger, Pheidippides 
who ran in intense heat from the site of the battle on the plain of 
Marathon to the city of Athens. For 26 miles, the brave messenger 
labored against tremendous odds to save his people and on entering 
the city he shouted, “Nike”1 (or Victory), rejoice we conquer. “He 
then collapsed and died on the spot. 

    So the historic runner, the messenger to his people, was a 
courageous, selfless person who sacrificed his life for the security of 
his people.

     The Prophet Musa (pbuh), who escaped death as a child and 
grew up in the house of the Pharoah, killed an Egyptian in defense of
an Israelite. The penalty for murdering an Egyptian at that time was 
sure death and Musa was in a state of fear and insecurity. The 
Blessed Qur’an narrates the story of Musa and how a runner came to 
him inform of his fate saying in Al-Qur’an, Surah Al-Qasas, verse 20:

    “And a man came running from the remotest part of the city. He
said: O Musa! Surely the chiefs are consulting together to slay you. 
Therefore depart (at once); surely I am of those who wish well for 
you.”

        The messenger, here, was concerned with Musa’s safety and 
risked his own life to inform him of great danger.

1 Nike was the name of the Pagan, Greek goddess of victory.
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      In Al Qur’an, Surah Yasin, verse 20-212, Almighty Allah 
revealed: 

   “And from the remote part of the city there came a man running,
he said, O my people! Follow the Apostles: Follow him who does not
ask you for reward, and they are guided themselves.”

     The runner or messenger called his people to follow the Apostles
(Prophets) who are not taking advantage of you and who follow the 
truth themselves. 

     This story is extremely relevant to the Muslim world today as so 
many leaders have appeared in recent years who call to materialistic 
ideologies and do not practice Islam themselves. Today we need 
selfless, sincere leadership that is worthy of our trust and guided by 
the revelation.

     Our world is in need of runners with a message, standing up for
the truth and ready to sacrifice for the future of this planet. As the 
Olympics, this year, were flashed throughout the world and the 
greatest achievement was a gold, silver or bronze medal, the real 
world was crying out. The month of July, 2016, went down as the 
hottest month in living memory. The whole earth was struck with 
record-breaking temperatures. Even in North America, scorching 
weather created a ‘heat dome’ over the southwest of the USA.  
California was beset with huge wildfires. One fire burned so badly 
that within three days, it had covered 127 square kilometers and 
caused 82, 000 families to flee their homes in its wake. In Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, a historic flood inundated the city and caused 
tremendous suffering. Now in September, huge waves are battering 
the east coast of America and it seems now that the coastlines of the 

2 This is a linguistic miracle of Al-Qur’an that the runner appears in both chapters in 
verse 20!.
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Americas and the world will soon be endangered. Where are the 
runners, where are the messengers.

    The Muslims are also in need of runners carrying a message of 
truth with bold clarity. Despite, the great potential of the Muslim 
world, calamity after calamity is striking our lands and causing 
enormous frustration. Someone needs to remind Muslims that the 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) once said:

   “My nation is one that has mercy on it. It’s punishment is not in 
the Hereafter but in this world: Trials and tribulations, earthquakes 
(or natural catastrophes) and genocide.” 
                      (Abu Dawood: Authentic)

     We can no longer sit and act like everything is normal when 
there are major genocides taking place in Syria, Burma, Kashmir, etc.
We have to act and realize that unless we make an effort, the crises 
will only escalate!

   The following are seven areas to focus on and make some 
immediate progress. We are in the time of action, even if it only on a
personal level.

 Return to Islam through authentic sources separating our Islamic 
practice from our cultures. Many of our problems stem from 
cultural understanding that contradicts the revelation.

 Seeking Nearness to Allah by developing out Taqwa (God 
consciousness) through our associations and our deeds. Striving to
be as pious in secret as we are in the open. Spending more time
around people who remind you of Allah and His Messenger.

 Focus on Character as a way of implementing our Islam. The 
rituals of prayer, fasting, Zakat, Hajj, etc are not an end unto 
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themselves but a means to raising ourselves to higher level and 
gaining the pleasure of Allah.

 Healthy, empowered families that serve as the building blocks of 
a solid Muslim community and nation. The issues of family 
crisis, abuse, parenting, marriage, drugs and pornography are 
parts of the hidden iceberg that is under the water. In most 
cases, we are only seeing the tip of the iceberg and wrongly 
believe that everything is fine. The women of Islam have to be 
empowered, capable, independent and respected!

 Shura (Mutual Consultation) in all aspects of our lives whether 
they be at home, the Islamic center, the community, the nation 
or the Muslim world. Speaking clearly and openly is critical for 
our development. Consulting the family and the community is 
one of the great lessons given to us by the Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh).

 Cooperation and Operational Unity: Muslims need to place their 
faith above tribal identity, race and economic class. Islamic 
movements need to find means of uniting themselves and de-
emphasizing differences.

 Personal Action: The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) told that we if 
we see evil, we should try to change it with our hands, or our 
tongues or just feel it in our hearts; but that is the weakest form
of Faith. Now is the time of action while we still have a world 
left to function in. If we can’t do something with our hands to 
stop evil and oppression, we can demonstrate, boycott, write 
articles, support those who are striving for change, give 
constantly to the refugee crises, donate our time and skills or 
just raise our hands and pray to the Almighty to bring us out of 
our condition.

   All praise to Allah, there are still runners in the world! In the
summer Olympics at Brazil, at the end of the “Marathon Race”, 
the second man to cross the finish line. Feyisa Lilesa of the 
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Oromo people of Ethiopia, put his arms in an “X” shape to 
symbolize the persecution of his people at the hands of his 
government. He risked his Silver medal, his fame, and possibly 
his freedom to bring the message to the world that oppression 
cannot be tolerated and true runners do not forget the reality of 
their people. 

   May Almighty Allah raise up runners in all parts of the world
reminding the people of the crisis of the environment, the danger
of Racism, the evil of Islamophobia, the reality of modern day 
genocide and the need to establish peace with justice before it is
too late!!!
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